
 
 

 Hello Friends, We have a new lease on life here at the Pantry and a much needed 
reorganization.  For the past 22 years, the Pantry has been 
housed rent-free in the Immaculate Conception school 
building. Unfortunately the church, like so many organizations 
in this economy, has been struggling financially.  After 
discussions with Pastor Father Bill Salmon and Parish 
Business Manager Eileen Collins, we agreed to a lease 
arrangement whereby we would pay the annual cost of the 

building’s utilities on a monthly basis. We cannot thank enough Father Bill, his 
predecessors and the parishioners of Immaculate Conception parish for their incredible 
support for the past 22 years. This lease agreement reflects their continuing generosity.   
Since we are now sole users of our space, we have been able to reorganize and 
rearrange our space to be more efficient, and better capable of serving our continuing 
growing numbers of clients. As you may know, we started in one of the closets of the 
school building, and over the years we’ve grown to where we use the entire first floor of 
the building. 
All food storage, was spread amongst several closets. It is now in the classroom next to 
the front door, making incoming donations easier to unload, sort and store. One of the 
freed-up storage closets was converted to an office for our Assistant Director, Anne 
Mates, as well as administrative space for some of our volunteer activity. The new 
location next to our interview room makes for better access. In addition, we have new 
shelving built by volunteers, a new phone system with working intercoms, and better 
lighting. The rearrangements were topped off with a fresh coat of paint thanks to 
confirmation candidates from St. Jerome’s parish. (More on page 2.) 

Sincere thanks to everyone who helped in giving us a “New Lease on Life”. 

������������������������������������ , Director 

 
Heart to Heart Each year our Valentine’s Day fundraising theme 
points out that for the price of a box of chocolates, a donor could feed a 
family. Considering the state of the economy, this year’s response to 
date has been very gratifying. To date we have received donations of 
over $14,707, and based on past history of donation timing and 
individuals who make annual pledges, we expect the total to exceed 
$25,000. If you have not yet participated, please mail a donation, or go 

to our web site and click on the Heart to Heart tab. Our thanks to South Shore Savings 
Bank Charitable Foundation for provided a matching gift of $5,000 to kick off this 
campaign. 

 
Our Webmaster, Steve Silva, has been with the Pantry for over 2 
years. Following his retirement from a sales management position, 
he ventured into management consulting, and self-taught himself 
some of the intricacies of web publishing. Steve, and his wife Sally, 
started with us by making deliveries to home bound elderly and the 
disabled.  On one of those delivery days Steve asked if he might 
update our web site which was originally created by Cathy Curran 
(another talented Food Pantry volunteer who currently designs our fundraising 
mailings.) Steve’s goal is to make our website as informative as possible for our clients, 
our donors, and the public. Suggestions? Steve would like to hear from you at; 
webmaster@WeymouthFoodPantry.org  

 
Food For Friends 
Nady Pierre, Stop 
& Shop’s 
Weymouth Store 
Manager presents a 
check for $1,992 to 
Volunteer Harvey 
Welch and Food 
Pantry Director, Pat 

Adams. Stop & Shop employees have been 
making significant “Food for Friends” 
donations annually for more than twenty 
years.   

 
Did You Know? In 2009, The Weymouth 
Food Pantry serviced 5,711 families (14,908 
individuals) an increase of 5% over 2008 and 
an increase of 28% over the past three years. 
We provided groceries with a store value of 
more than $879,000. As this chart shows, we 
have seen a continual increase in demand for 
our services.  

 
Fortunately, with the help of a generous 
community, we have been able to meet that 
demand. We expect the trend to continue as 
increased demand for our services is related 
to the economy and the current recession. 

 
Walk for Hunger Project 
Bread’s 42nd annual 
Walk for Hunger will 
take place on Sunday, 
May 2, 2010. The Food 
Pantry is one of the 
benefactors of this 

tremendous fundraising event. Details are at 
www.ProjectBread.org.  

 
On-Line Donations?. Just go to our website 
and click on DONATE. It’s simple, safe, and 
secure. 
 



Karaoke Event Raises $5,600: 
Nancy Marrapese-Burrell’s 
fundraising event at the Weymouth 
Elks on Sunday, February 21st – “The 
2010 Battle of the Bars'' was an 
overwhelming success. It was a 
wonderful afternoon for everyone. It 
raised over $5600 for the Weymouth 
Food Pantry as well as Care Packs, 
which sends care packages to the 
troops in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

The twenty three fantastic singers, 
who entertained the sold-out crowd, 
made it very hard for the judges, 
NECN’s Chet Curtis, radio sports 
personality Pete Sheppard and 
Weymouth Town Councilor Brian 
McDonald to not only choose the top 
five performers but to select the 
winners. Congratulations to Angela 
Rossi, representing Finian's Restaurant 
in Quincy. Both of her songs knocked 
everybody out. Second place went to 
Terri Riley, representing Cathay 
Center Restaurant in North 
Weymouth, and third prize went to 
Kirsten Hughes, representing The 
Common Market Restaurant in 
Quincy. Paul “Dr. Love'' Manning and 
Willie “Doo Wop'' Baker were also 
top-five finalists. 
Thanks as well to Susie Chu of the 
Cathay Center for supplying the food. 
Susie was a great friend to this event 
and stepped beyond our wildest 
expectations to help us. We appreciate 
as well the assistance received from 
the Weymouth Elks. 
Nancy’s fundraising total for the Food 
Pantry now stands at $4,165.50 toward 
her goal of $5,000. Mark your 
calendar for Nancy’s next fundraiser 
will be a Meat Raffle on Saturday, 
April 24th at the Cathay Center, 
Bridge Street, North Weymouth 
from 3pm to 7pm. With your help, 
she will surpass her goal, and the Food 
Pantry will be the big winner!

 
Help Wanted 
We could use 
one or more 
strong 
individuals on 
Monday 
mornings 

when we unload trucks bringing food 
from the Greater Boston Food Bank. 
The ability to lift at least 25 pounds 
and often more is required. 

Pantry Painters On a Saturday in January, as a part of their 
confirmation classes, twenty six ninth and tenth grade youths 

from St. Jerome’s parish painted several rooms and the 
corridors of the Food Pantry. The youths were assisted in the 
community service project by ten adult religious education 
facilitators and parents as well as several volunteer 
professional painters, along with St Jerome’s pastor, Father 
Bob Blaney. 
The generous parishioners of St Jerome’s covered the costs 
of the paint and materials used on the project as well as a 
lunch for the volunteers. Tim Donovan and Joe Striano, of 
Jackson Square Paint, (whose painting knowledge and 
assistance throughout was invaluable) prepared the area the 
previous day laying down drop cloths and initially masking 
areas not to be painted. Tim and Barbara Donovan were the 
St. Jerome’s volunteer planners for the project breaking the 
group down into smaller teams with individual assignments 
such as washing baseboards, dusting door frames, applying 
masking tape, cutting in edges and rolling on paint and even 
cleaning windows. All that hard work has certainly made the 
Food Pantry a more welcoming place. Thank You all! 

 
As you no doubt know, we receive donations (large and 
small) from a variety of organizations, individuals and 
businesses. We don’t get all of their names, but here are just 
a few of our recent donors: 

Church of the Holy Nativity  
Andrew Jaromin 
St Albert the Great Parish 
John MacIntyre 
Kiwanis Club 
Weymouth Senior Citizens 
Group 
Sacred Heart Church & 
School 
Weymouth VFW #1399 

Mary Heinrichs  
MaryAnn Gurney 
Community Baptist 
Church 
St. Francis Xavier 
Church  
The Weymouth Club 
Holy Trinity Church 
Pope Nursing Home 
Chris Brennan 

 

 
Harry Dooley’s 9th Birthday In lieu of gifts, Harry’s friends 
made donations of $470 and lots of food for the Food Pantry 
at his birthday party at Carousel Skating in Whitman. Happy 
Birthday, Harry, and thanks to you and all your friends for 
the support 

Adopt-A-Month  Weymouth 
Schools continue their tradition 
of aiding the Food Pantry with 
food drives. Almost every 
school in Weymouth (both 
public and private) adopts a 
month to collect food for the 
Pantry. So far this year, we 
have received donations from 

Johnson Early Childhood 
Center, Maria Chapman Middle 
School (Their annual “Souper” 
Bowl) and Wessagusett Primary 

 
School, Nash Primary School 
and Academy Avenue School. 
We also received a $870.65 
cash donation from the 
Weymouth High School 
National Honor Society. Cash 
donations such as this are a 
great help to the Food Pantry 
allowing us to access as much 
as seven dollars worth of 
nourishing food for every dollar 
donated and helping us balance 
donated foods as well as our 
on-hand inventories to better 
serve our clients. 

 
 
 

 
Operating Hours: 

Tuesdays & Thursdays  
9am-11:30am 

Last Thursday of Month 
4pm-6pm 

1189 Commercial Street 
East Weymouth 
(781) 331-7682 


